
 

Featured Speakers 

 

Jamie Isbister  
Ambassador for the Environment and First Assistant Secretary of the Economic 
Growth and Sustainability Division at the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade (DFAT).  

Jamie has over 20 years’ experience working in the humanitarian and 
development field. He is responsible for promoting and protecting Australia’s 
national interests on global environmental issues, including through leading 
Australia’s negotiations under the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. He is also the head of the Economic Growth and Sustainability 
Division in DFAT. In the late 1990’s Jamie worked in the Asia Pacific region, 
primarily in Cambodia, Burma and Thailand on refugee policy and internally 
displaced persons issues. 

 

Rachael McDonnell  
Strategic Program Director for Water, Climate Change and Resilience, 
International Water Management Institute (IWMI) Rome Office 

Rachael leads a team of researchers working on innovative data, technology, 
policy and governance solutions to support countries adapting and building 
resilience to the challenges of a changing climate. With water systems being 
challenged by both increases in climate shocks causing floods and droughts, as 
well as more general shifts in the water cycle, water management for people, 
food, industry and environments needs transformative research thinking and 
application developments. She gained her doctorate from the University of 
Oxford. 

 Lusia Sefo Leau  
CEO, PWWA 

Lusia has been the CEO of PWWA since 2016 and helped established PWWA 
as a permanent regional organisation for Pacific water and wastewater in 
Samoa.  Lusia has over 30 years’ experience in finance and tax policy 
development, and development program management in the public sector. She 
has held senior leadership roles in several government Ministries. Prior to 
joining PWWA, Luisa was the CEO of the Samoa Ministry for Revenue, and 
before that the Deputy CEO for the Ministry of Finance. She is a recipient of the 
Samoa Public Service prestigious excellence award for Inspirational Leadership. 

 

Arun Bhakta Shrestha  
Senior Climate Change Specialist and Programme Manager for  Regional 
Programmes – River Basins and Cryosphere and Atmosphere 

Dr Arun Bhakta Shrestha has a PhD in Earth Sciences from the University of 
New Hampshire, USA, and a Master's degree in Hydraulic Engineering from 
Minsk, former USSR. His main areas of expertise include climate change, 
glaciers and glacial hazards, glacial lake risk mitigation, atmospheric 
environment, and hydrological modelling. He is on the editorial panel for 
Geomatics, Natural Hazards and Risk (Taylor and Francis) and Journal of 
Hydrology and Meteorology (Society of Hydrologists and Meteorologists, Nepal) 

  

http://www.icimod.org/?q=9122
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Tamerlaine Beasley 
Cultural Awareness Specialist, Beasley Intercultural  

Tamerlaine has over twenty years of experience of engagement and focus on 
cross cultural collaboration across the Indo-Pacific.  A board member of the 
Australia-ASEAN Council for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
Tamerlaine is founder and Managing Director of Beasley Intercultural providing 
advice and capability development for Federal Government, multinational 
companies and International NGO’s. Tamerlaine speaks Thai and has studied 
Lao and Bahasa Indonesia.  She has studied Asian Studies at the ANU, 
International Business at Penn State University and Thai at Chulalongkorn in 
Thailand.  

AWP Staff 

 

Bob McMullan 
Chair, Australian Water Partnership Advisory Committee 

Bob has a background in international development. His previous positions 
include Director of the ANU Crawford Leadership Forum; Board Member for the 
Crawford Fund and the Foundation for Development Cooperation; and 
Executive Alt Director for the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. Bob represented the Australian Capital Territory in the Australian 
Senate from 1989 to 1996, resigning from the Senate to represent the ACT as a 
Member of the House of Representatives (1996–2010).  

 

Nick Schofield 
CEO, Australian Water Partnership (AWP) 

Nick has over 40 years’ experience in the water and natural resource 
management sector.  He has led 14 major research programs across Australia at 
the intersections of water, agriculture, forestry, mining, urbanisation, biodiversity 
and climate change.  Nick has developed national policies and pioneered 
methods in research prioritisation, evaluation and futures analysis. Internationally, 
Nick has worked across Asia, Pacific, Africa, Europe and North America. Nick is 
a member of the Strategic Council of the International Water Association. 

 

Marian J. Neal 
Partnerships & Knowledge Manager, AWP 

Marian is the Partnerships and Knowledge Manager of the Australian Water 
Partnership. In this role Marian supports Australian, In-Country and International 
Partners; leads knowledge management and knowledge sharing activities; and 
plans outreach through events. Marian has 20 years of research and water 
industry-based experience and possesses a PhD in water governance and 
water justice. 

 

Rory Hunter 
Program Manager, AWP 

Rory is an environment and water resources specialist, with expertise in 
integrated assessments, governance, climate change and environmental 
projects. He holds a Master of Integrated Water Management from University of 
Queensland and has over ten years’ experience implementing projects in the 
Indo-Pacific region with the Mekong River Commission, DFAT, World Bank and 
other organisations.  



 

 

Shannon Li 
Communications Manager, AWP 

Shannon is responsible for developing and implementing the AWP 
Communications Strategy. She also oversees the AWP brand and the design of 
its printed and online knowledge resources, newsletters, website, and 
participation at leading national and international water events. She holds a 
Bachelor of Multimedia Design (Arts), majoring in Animation and Motion 
Graphics at Curtin University of Technology, WA. 

 

Enesh Seyitmyradova  
Senior Knowledge Officer, AWP 

Enesh is a water resource professional with expertise in transboundary water 
management, governance, climate change and sustainability. She has over 15 
years of experience working with United Nations Programs, NGOs and 
government ministries in the UK, Germany and Central Asia. Enesh obtained 
her Master of Environmental Science, focusing on water resource management, 
from the Australian National University. 

 

Ingrid Carlier  
Senior Program Officer, AWP 

Ingrid is a Senior Program Officer and oversees the AWP’s Australia-Mekong 
Water Facility and smaller grants. She has ten years of experience managing 
international development projects, including in the health, water and sanitation 
and climate change sectors. Her academic background is in International Trade, 
Business Administration, and Development Management. 

 

Caitlin Windross  
A/ Senior Program Officer, AWP 

Caity joined the team in early 2018 as a Program and Events officer, now 
focusing on AWP activities in India, Indonesia, Nepal and Regional Asia-Pacific. 
Her background is in client services and administration, in both the public and 
private sectors. Caity holds a bachelor’s degree in International Studies and 
language from the University of Queensland. 

 

Veitania Lepani 
Program Officer, AWP 

Veitania has worked in program delivery in the international aid and 
development sector for the past four years. Her primary focus as a Program 
Officer for AWP is supporting the Australia-Mekong Water Facility and the 
Pacific region. She has a strong interest in gender equality and social inclusion 
and applying ways of working that take transformative actions to address 
underlying causes of gender inequality. She holds a Bachelor of Pacific Studies, 
majoring in Pacific Studies and Anthropology. 
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Thomas Panella  
Chief of Water Sector Group in the Sustainable Development and Climate 
Change Department, Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

Tom is the responsible for ADB’s water sector policy, knowledge, innovation, 
and portfolio quality control. He served as ADB’s Country Director in 
Afghanistan and led project/portfolio development and management, policy 
dialogue, and donor coordination. He joined ADB in 2003 and has led water 
resources operations in Central, South, and Southeast Asia including postings 
in Uzbekistan as head of operations and Indonesia as head of the water and 
climate change programs He is a Member of the Global Water Partnership’s 
Technical Committee. He received a Masters and PhD in Public Policy and a 
Master of Science in Energy and Resources from the University of California at 
Berkeley. 

 

Hannah Birdsey  
Assistant Secretary, Agriculture, Infrastructure and Water Branch, Economic 
Growth and Sustainability Division, DFAT   

Hannah has almost 20 years’ experience in public policy and international 
development, working in the Indo-Pacific region, including fragile and conflict-
affected settings, and across multiple sectors including education, governance, 
humanitarian assistance, and rural development.  She served overseas with 
the Australian Agency for International Development in Papua New Guinea 
and in Indonesia, where she led the delivery of Australia’s largest bilateral aid 
investment, Australia’s Education Partnership with Indonesia. She holds a 
Masters in International Relations from the University of Sydney. 

 

Louise Whiting 
Senior Water Management Officer, United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) 

Louise leads the water resources management program for the Food and 
Agriculture Organization’s Regional Office for the Asia Pacific based in 
Bangkok. Before joining FAO Louise worked for across Africa and Asia for 
WaterAid and prior to that for the NSW Government on water policy and in 
NSW Parliament as an Advisor to the Minister for Water. 

 

Paula Hanasz 
Manager, Water Sector Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 
 
Dr Paula Hanasz manages climate change mitigation and adaptation 
strategies for the Victorian water sector and is part of the Water Sector 
Resilience team at DELWP. Paula is also the author of Transboundary Water 
Governance and International Actors in South Asia: The Ganges-Brahmaputra-
Meghna Basin. She holds a PhD from the Australian National University, and 
her thesis examined conflicts and cooperation over international rivers. Paula 
has a background in national security, defence, and strategic communications 



 

 

Anthony Slatyer 
Independent consultant, Water Policy Group 
 
Anthony is an independent consultant and founding member of the Water 
Policy Group.  Since 2017, he has been engaged by the Australian Water 
Partnership as Special Adviser on Water to the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. In this role, in 2017 and 2018 he assisted DFAT to support former 
Prime Minister Turnbull's membership of the High Level Panel on Water, 
promoting globally the implementation of the water-related Sustainable 
Development Goals.  Prior to this, Tony was head of the Water Division in the 
successive Departments with responsibility for national water policy and 
programs.         

 

Katrina Donaghy  
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of Civic Ledger 
 
Prior to founding Civic Ledger in September 2016, Katrina was a career 
bureaucrat spanning 20+ years in both state and local government and water 
utilities in Australia working in the areas of strategy, program delivery and 
revenue optimisation to improve the customer experience with government. 

 

Mark Pascoe  
Chief Executive Officer, International WaterCentre 
Mark Pascoe has worked for his more than 40-year career in the water 
industry – predominately in Brisbane, Australia. Mark is the CEO of the 
International WaterCentre where his role is to lead the development of the 
business in providing capacity building services to water managers and their 
organisations and particularly to help develop our future water leaders. 

 

Nguyen Thi Thu Linh 
Deputy Director General of the Department of Water Resources, Government 
of Vietnam 
 
Linh is an official of the Government of Vietnam, serving in the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment.  Previously, Linh has been Deputy 
Director General of the Vietnam National Mekong Committee and actively 
engaged in the inter-government Mekong River Basin cooperation between 
members (Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam) and dialogue partners 
(Myanmar, China). B For Sc (VN). M Sc (Oregon).  

 

John Dore 
Lead Water Specialist, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 

John is stationed at Australian Embassy Bangkok, working across Asia.  He is 
involved in many of Australia’s bilateral and regional engagements in water-
related government-to-government partnerships and alliances with industry 
and civil society. John also serves on editorial board of Water Alternatives 
journal, is Associate Professor at ANU Fenner School and member University 
of Canberra's Centre for Deliberative Democracy and Global 
Governance.  PhD Water Governance (ANU), M Env & Dev (ANU), B Agr Sc 
(Melbourne). 



 

Ounheuan Saiyasith  
Program Manager for DFAT’s Greater Mekong Water Resources Program 
 
Ounheuan is stationed at Australian Embassy in Vientiane, working across the 
Mekong region. Since 2013, he has been managing a number of DFAT’s aid 
programs and has been engaging with multiple stakeholders across the region 
including Mekong River Commission, International Water Management 
Institute, civil society and governments on water governance issues. 
Ounheuan holds Bachelor of Art (Laos) and Msc in Development Studies 
(National University of Laos and Chiang University of Thailand). 

 

Paradis Someth 
Principal Hydrologist, eWater 
 
Paradis joined eWater in 2018, after six years with Mekong River Commission 
Secretariat, and before that Lecturer/Researcher in Hydrology and Dean of 
Undergraduate Study at Institute of Technology. Studies cover water balance 
analysis from plot-scale to basin-scale, irrigation and hydropower 
development, hydrological analysis and modelling of the Tonle Sap Lake and 
Mekong Basin. Engineer Diploma in Rural Engineering from 
Cambodia/Belgium, Master’s degree and PhD in International Environmental 
and Agricultural Engineering from Japan. 

 

Alison Baker 
Fund Manager for the DFAT funded Water for Women Fund 

Alison has worked in the international development sector as both a manager 
and practitioner for over 20 years throughout the Asia-Pacific.  Alison has 
successfully delivered projects for donors including DFAT, Asian Development, 
and the World Bank, focused in the infrastructure, water, sanitation, climate 
change and environment sectors.   

 

Paula Richardson 
Water, Climate and Disaster Specialist, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade (DFAT) 
    
Paula is DFAT’s focal point for water cooperation in South and West Asia. She 
holds a Master of Emergency Management (Charles Sturt University), a 
Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice (ANU), Bachelor of Arts (Hons) and Laws 
(ANU). Paula has completed a Certificate in Integrated and adaptive water 
resource management with McGill University.  
 

 

Vijay Kumar 
South Asia Representative, AWP 

Vijay Kumar is a water and environment specialist working with Australian 
Water Partnership as South Asia Representative. He has been instrumental in 
increasing collaborations within the water sector at government to government 
level between Australia and India. He is very well networked among the 
Industry and the government departments. 



 

 

Basant Maheshwari  
Professor, Western Sydney University 

Professor Basant Maheshwari has over 30 years’ professional experience with 
a particular research focus on: water resources modelling; groundwater 
monitoring and management; urban water; river health; irrigation; water 
education, engagement and capacity building; environmental sustainability; 
and water for livelihood and wellbeing.     

 

Shahriar Wahid  
Principal Research Consultant, CSIRO 

Wahid works leads CSIRO’s Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio 
(SDIP) project. His team works with planners, local stakeholders and scientists 
to support water reform in Bangladesh, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nepal. He is 
passionate about water management for inclusive growth and has led research 
for development projects in Nepal, Bangladesh, India, China, Thailand, Laos, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar and Indonesia.  

 

Karlene Maywald   

Managing Director of Maywald Consultants Pty Ltd and Chair of the 
International Centre of Excellence in Water Resources Management (ICE 
WaRM) 

The Hon Karlene Maywald has extensive experience in leading water reform 
as a Minister, and oversighting water reform as the Chair of the National Water 
Commission (2012 until 2015) providing advice on water reform to the Council 
of Australian Governments (COAG) and the Commonwealth Government of 
Australia.  

 

Jamie Ewert 
National Engagement Manager, CRC for Water Sensitive Cities 

 
Jamie has worked in water for 23 years in roles in service delivery, regulation, 
policy, strategy and research. He works at the interface for research and end 
users, helping new ideas find their way to implementation. While most of his 
projects are within Australia, he led the CRC's recent work in India for the AWP 
and DFAT.   

 

Janice Green 
National Team Manager – Water Insight and Assessment, Bureau of 
Meteorology  

Janice is responsibile for the preparation and publication of the Water 
Program's products and services including the National Water Account; the 
Australian Water Markets Report; and the Urban National Performance Report. 
She has over 30 years' experience in hydrology, hydraulics, and water 
resource management. During her career Janice has undertaken work in 
Malaysia, Lao PDR, and India.  



 

Marcus Wishart 
Lead Water Resource Specialist, World Bank  

Marcus is based in Beijing, he works at the nexus of water with environment, 
energy, agriculture and the urban agenda, with experience across East Asia 
and the Pacific, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. He advises on 
institutional and policy issues related to water resources, and specializes in 
innovative solutions to complex problems, integrated solutions to the 
development of large dams and improved risk informed approaches to decision 
making. He holds a PhD from Griffith University in Australia, an MSc from the 
University of Cape Town in South Africa and a BSc with Honours from the 
University of Adelaide.  

 

Juliet Willetts  
Research Director and Professor at Institute for Sustainable Futures, 
University of Technology Sydney 

Professor Willetts leads applied research to inform water and sanitation policy 
and practice in Asia and the Pacific. She has made contributions to institutional 
development, governance and policy, climate change, public health, private 
sector engagement and entrepreneurship, and gender equality and 
participation. Her achievements have been recognised by multiple awards and 
she was named one of the Australian Financial Review's 100 Women of 
Influence in 2018. She holds a PhD from UNSW in Environmental Engineering,  

 

Robbie  Goedecke  
International Projects Officer, Australian Water Association 

Robbie is the International Projects Officer working for the Australian Water 
Association supporting and enhancing the implementation of The Association's 
International Program, through promoting and facilitating business 
opportunities internationally while addressing the governance, infrastructure 
and training needs of developing countries. He is a Chartered Professional 
Engineer with experience in water supply planning, water distribution design, 
and water operations.   

 

Ian Reid  
Chief Academic Officer at the International Centre of Excellence in Water 
Resources Management (ICE WaRM) 

Dr Ian Reid’s career has focused on improving educational practices at the 
Secondary and Tertiary level, specialising in academic development and e-
learning; he was Associate Professor in Online Education at UniSA. At ICE 
WaRM he is responsible for the development and delivery of education and 
training products and services in water resources management for Australian 
and International water professionals.  

 

Hemant Ojha 
Director of Institute of Study and Development Worldwide (IFSD) and Adjunct 
Associate Professor at University of Canberra 

Hemant’s current research and consulting focus on water security, climate 
change, and governance. He has investigated policies and institutions shaping 
how water, agriculture, and forest landscapes adapt to climate change in South 
Asia. He has conducted locally engaged research to build the capacity of local 
and national governments to tackle water insecurity in the region. Currently, he 
is working with Australian Water Partnership on to assess climate change and 
water security in Asia and the Pacific.  



 

 

Megan McLeod 
Program Director for the Alliance for Water Stewardship Asia-Pacific 

Megan is a hydrogeologist by training. She manages and advises on world-
leading water stewardship projects, including the AWP-funded Indo-Pacific 
Water Stewardship Program. Megan helped launch the AWS International 
Water Stewardship Standard in 2014 and led the Asia-Pacific review and 
consultation process for the 2018 revision the Standard. Based in Australia, 
Megan supports AWS team members in Indonesia and China, and members 
across Asia-Pacific with the implementation of water stewardship. 

 

Sharon Davis 
Enterprise Senior Fellow at University of Melbourne, Director Water Practice 
Consulting 

Dr Sharon Davis has more than 20 years experience working across diverse 
water policy and technical programs in federal and state government agencies. 
She was a Fulbright Scholar with the Harvard Water Security Initiative in 2011-
12 and is a member of the 2020 Homeward Bound Women in STEMM 
leadership program.  She is the Director of Water Practice Consulting, and is 
an Enterprise Senior Fellow with the Water, Environmental and Agriculture 
Program at the University of Melbourne. 

 

Jen Blyth 
Disability Inclusion Advisor 

Jen is a proud Deaf woman and works as a Disability Inclusion Advisor with 
the Inclusive Development department at CBM Australia. Jen has worked in 
the disability space for over a decade both in Australian and international 
contexts and is looking forward to sharing some practical ideas on how to 
ensure people with disabilities are included in water programs. 

 

Simon Krohn 
Consulting on Renewable Energy, Sustainable Hydro Power, Integrated 
Resource Planning in Australia, SE Asia and Africa 

Simon works in the field of renewable energy, hydropower and water resources 
management with a focus on sustainable hydropower strategy and 
operations.Simon has worked in Australia, SE Asia, the Pacific and Southern 
Africa.Over the last 9years Simon has been working extensively in the Mekong as 
advisor on for sustainable hydropower practice to the Mekong River Commission.  
The aim is to embed sustainable hydropower practices in policy, planning and 
implementation of hydropower in the Mekong.   

  



 

Vanessa O’Keefe 
A/ Executive Director of Policy, Planning and Sciences at the NSW 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment - Water 

Vanessa has been intimately involved in water resource management for 26 
years, both as a senior public servant in the NSW government, and as an 
independent consultant. In this role Vanessa drives the development, 
implementation and review of water resource management policies and plans 
based on best practice science, analytics and modelling across the state. As a 
consultant she provided results focused advice to Governments in Australia 
and the Asia-Pacific region on water and environmental and disaster risk 
management regulatory frameworks, governance, policy, planning, and 
implementation. 

 

Neil Lazarow 
Senior Research Consultant at Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation 

Neil leads the international water practice for Australia’s national science 
agency, CSIRO. Dr Lazarow’s areas of expertise focus on how society makes 
complex trade-offs in resource constrained environments. His work extends to 
global challenges such as climate, water security, risk and resilience, 
sustainable cities and food security. Dr Lazarow is a trusted advisor to the 
Australian Government in the international development portfolio. He is an 
active contributor to CSIRO’s global activities, and has a leading role in 
strategy and business development for water, climate risk and integrated 
assessments (regional development pathways) in the South Asia and Latin 
America regions 

 


