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Introduction

The Australian Water Partnership (AWP) Partners Workshop took place on 5–6 February 2020, at
Dockside, Cockle Bay Wharf in Sydney. The theme of the Workshop was: Partnering to address water
security in the Indo-Pacific Region.
Attending were 120 people from 71 AWP Partner organisations (one-third of AWP Partners) based in
Australia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Laos, Cambodia, the Philippines, Thailand, India, Nepal, Italy, including
AWP staff, DFAT Canberra and DFAT Posts from Bangkok and Laos.

2

Day One

The primary, high-level value proposition that AWP offers its Partners is providing a mechanism
through which Partners can contribute to addressing complex water security challenges in the IndoPacific region.
At the beginning of the Workshop we asked participants to rate their organisation and themselves
against the topics of partnerships and water security on a scale of 1 to 5. On average, participants
thought their organisation was very effective (average score of 4) at managing international
partnerships and that their approach to water security was effective (average score of 3.8).
Participants were also asked to rate their knowledge of what was required to build effective
international partnerships (average score of 3.7) and if they understood what the principle ‘water
security’ encompassed (average score of 4). Participants were asked to rate these again at the end of
the Workshop, with average scores increasing to 4 and 4.4 respectively.

Figure 1. Participant ratings at the beginning of the Workshop
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Figure 2. Participant ratings at the end of the Workshop

Australian water experts have been passionately involved in this space for many decades. We are
making a difference but there is always room for improvements especially as the water challenges in
the region grow or change in nature over time.

2.1

Welcome and Introductions

The first session of Day One comprised of formal context setting
and keynotes from key individuals Bob McMullan, Chair of the
AWP Advisory Committee; Jamie Isbister, Ambassador for the
Environment and First Assistant Secretary of the Economic
Growth and Sustainability Division of the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT); and Nick Schofield, AWP CEO.

2.2

Bob McMullan, Chair AWPAC

Keynote: DFAT insights into water security

Jamie Isbister highlighted the necessity of connecting policy, partnerships, and programs for practical
implementation to address climate change challenges, particularly in light of COP 26. He emphasised
the necessity of addressing water security challenges related to climate change and the role that AWP
has to support achieving foreign policy goals. Furthermore, AWP Partners can also play a role by
feeding their expertise into global negotiations.

Jamie Isbister, Ambassador for the Environment and
FAS of the Economic Growth and Sustainability
Division of DFAT

Jamie spoke to the current global situation of still
being behind in achieving the SDGs, where 40% of
the world’s population are still experiencing severe
water stress which, in some cases, has led to social
instability and migration. The Foreign Policy White
Paper emphasised the necessity of maximising
government commitment to see practical action,
where climate change and water are leading to
political and economic disruption. He also
emphasised how there is a lack of local actors,
particularly women, in decision-making about the
resources that affect them the most.
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AWP Partners have an opportunity to engage with the DFAT Climate Change Action Strategy to
achieve its three overarching objectives and in particular help Australia to shift towards low emissions
technology. Partners can help to mobilise their networks and resources for Australia to add its weight
and expertise into global policy decision making, particularly in the Pacific where it is time to step up
efforts. Partners can feed into the expert panel related to Australia’s development policy moving
forward in the Pacific and beyond, and finally Partners are an increasingly important aspect in
Australia’s development cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.

2.3

AWP: Lessons learned, focus and future

Nick Schofield shared AWP’s perspectives on this 4th Partners
Workshop and provided updates on business operations.
Responding to Jamie Isbister’s call to action, he spoke about
the shifting business environment as climate change
continues to exacerbate extreme events. Nick shared team
and leadership updates, announcing that the AWP now has
211 Australian Partners. Priorities from the AWP perspective
have included building up the knowledge base, updating the
theory of change, and conducting an in-depth evaluation of
Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI), focusing on
implementation and
incorporating better disability
inclusion. In addition to
Prof Nick Schofield, AWP CEO
working towards addressing
climate change in a more
specific way AWP is also preparing for a mid-term review in 2021.
[PPT]
The Workshop was expertly MC’ed by Tamerlaine Beasley
throughout, starting with capturing the expectations of the
participants using Mentimeter. The resultant word cloud illustrates
the
top priorities as being networking, collaboration,
Tamerlaine Beasley, CEO & Founder
learning/knowledge, connections, and opportunities.
of Beasley Intercultural
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2.4

What is water security and why is it a critical issue?

Brad Moggridge
Leith Boully
Aboriginal Water
Chair and
Expert / PCT Fellow Non-executive
Director,
Sunwater

Vanessa O’Keefe
A/ Executive Director
of Policy, Planning
and Sciences, DPIE
NSW

Mark Pascoe
Chief Executive
Officer, IWC

Paula Hanasz
Manager Water
Sector Climate
Change Mitigation
and Adaptation,
DEWLP

Marian Neal
Partnerships &
Knowledge
Manager, AWP

Marian Neal, who chaired the panel, emphasised the need to understand water as a complex system,
and introduced the other panellists.
Leith Boully spoke about the physical and cultural constraints associated with water security, focusing
on dam safety and climate change-related extreme events. Leith asked the audience what is water
security and how do we get there? She shared that water security is linked to broader social values
and needs to be seen as continuous conversation, not a decision with an end-point, and basic needs
must come first.
Brad Moggridge stated it would be impossible to sum up 60 thousand years of Aboriginal Peoples’
relationships to land and water, pointing out how access to water and Country has been severed, and
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how Aboriginal Peoples are disadvantaged by water sharing schemes. Brad’s key points covered the
need for Aboriginal Peoples to be able to get a seat at the table to manage their own resources, and
introduced the necessity of water literacy, a concept that received a fair bit of attention throughout the
course of the two-day workshop.
Vanessa O’Keefe highlighted developed vs developing country differences, how water security as a
concept varies by user – by individual, by industry – and how cultural water security and
environmental water security were often discussed as trade-offs for other users.
Paula Hanasz shared her perspective on managing resources for risks and uncertainties, and that
water security was often a genesis for conflict. Water scarcity can lead to social unrest, and
partnerships need to be developed to address water security priorities with non-traditional partners –
for example, departments of defence. She questioned whether the securitisation of water led to
improved or reduced water security.
Mark Pascoe informed the audience about the Asian Water Development Outlook Report 2020 that is
currently underway with the ADB, and how the five dimensions of water security – rural household;
economic (including agriculture and industry); urban; environmental; and resilience to water-related
disasters – are being considered. These five dimensions can be seen as levers for change and improved
water security at multiple levels. [PPT]
Audience discussion topics covered the tensions between Australia’s urban and regional water needs,
and the need to look to other sectors to solve water challenges.

2.5

Perspectives on water security: small table discussions

Workshop participants were invited to participate in small table discussions on ten proposed topics,
each guided by a few discussion questions. Two rounds were conducted, each lasting 20 minutes.

Topic 1: Water security and drought management
Table Host: Janice Green (BoM)
Discussion questions:
1. 2019 was Australia's hottest and driest year
on record and occurred in the context of an
extended dry period since January 2017.
How effective were current drought
management practices in securing water
during this period?
2. With climate change, droughts will be more
severe and possibly more frequent. What
changes need to be made to existing drought management strategies to ensure water security
under a changing climate?
The discussions highlighted the effectiveness of water security and drought management approaches
thus far across Australia, and looked to what must come next, with an emphasis on behaviour
modification. A summary of the main points included the need for the following: approaches to be
proactive, not reactive; ongoing planning; political and social awareness during periods of nondrought; the emphasis on developing water recycling and desalination, but not dams; urban in contrast
to rural expectations and experiences (urban would be better served by desalination while rural
climate resilience may include water recycling); demand management; and data transparency and
accountability.
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Topic 2: Water security and SDGs
Table Host: Tony Slatyer (Water Policy Group)
The SDGs require "a substantial increase in water
use efficiency and ensure sustainable
withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address
water scarcity and substantially reduce the number
of people suffering from water scarcity"
(SDG6.4). The SDGs also require actions to reduce
hunger (i.e. grow more food), improve the
environment as well as economic development
objectives.
Discussion questions:
1. How can improved water security contribute to all these objectives?
2. What are some strategies for achieving these outcomes in a way that achieves
benefits all people (ie with “no-one left behind”) by 2030, as required by the SDGs.
The multiple objectives of SDGs were addressed at this table, exploring asset management and
technology opportunities for achieving the SDGs. Some suggestions for achieving the SDGs included
private sector engagement and effective demand side management. Challenges of water allocations
and water sharing and their impacts on the environment emerged as a key issue, as did the need for
governments to enable all actors to take action on achieving SDG objectives, and the importance of
using data and information to inform decisions.

Topic 3: Water security and conflict & fragility
Table Host: Hannah Birdsey (DFAT)
Discussion questions:
1. Australia has had to manage conflict in the
water sector, and has done so through
democratic processes and tools – including
intergovernmental negotiation, legislation,
community consultations, and a robust
public debate. Can elements of this
governance regime be deployed in
development country contexts to manage
conflict over water resources, and if so
how? Are there examples participants can share of tools or processes that reduce the risk of
water-based conflict becoming violent and/or unmanageable?
2. In the context of growing water scarcity, conflict is likely to be a recurring and/or more
dominant feature of water management. What capabilities will be required – within
governments, communities, and the private sector – to prevent, respond to, or manage conflict
going forward?
AWP has a lot to offer in terms of fostering dialogue, leveraging capability, particularly capability in
WASH. How do we address water security and conflict & fragility? One way is to share learnings from
failures. We need to recognise that crisis triggers action and funding. Challenges and opportunities
include political commitment, transparency, trade-offs, access to information, including stakeholders –
who is at the table and who makes decisions?
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Topic 4: Water security and sustainable hydropower
Table Host: Simon Krohn (Simon Krohn Consulting)
Discussion questions:
1. Hydropower is set to play a key role globally
in a low carbon energy future: are the tradeoffs between water security and energy
security justifiable?
2. Given the water security and energy
security trade-offs in relation to hydropower
are often transboundary in nature (state or
national), what are the incentives for
stakeholders to participate in “whole-ofsystem” assessment to share benefits and
reduce impacts.
Issues included acknowledging geopolitical agendas, addressing trade-offs and identifying whole-ofsystem benefits. For these development projects, it is important to ask the question: where is the
money for hydropower coming from and where is it going to? The severity of the impacts can be large,
where one participant cited the Living Planet Index aquatic populations abundancy reduction of 83%
from 1970-2014, partly attributed to river fragmentation. There’s a need to conduct whole-of-system
planning and options for multipurpose benefits. Growing demand for energy continues, often not
taking into account the environmental and social trade-offs. Cooperation between the energy and
water sectors is one opportunity, and all stakeholders need to be a part of the development process,
horizontally and vertically.

Topic 5: Water security and Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
Table Host: Alison Baker (WfW/GHD)
Discussion questions:
1. What are the opportunities to address
gender and social inclusion (GSI) in the
WRM sector?
a. What learnings can you share from the
GSI work you have been doing in
WRM?
a. Where are the opportunities for WRM and WASH practitioners to learn and work together
to reduce inequalities.
2. Within WRM governance models where are the entry points to add WASH as an issue?
a. How do these models address different water needs – commercial, environmental, human
consumption?
The time has come to integrate WASH into the broader water management cycle, however there are
existing institutional arrangements and barriers that need to be navigated. WASH also needs to be
brought into the water supply and water quality dialogue – finding common ground to ignite important
conversations. There’s a need to create value for rural water, as well as reforming the tax systems and
carbon financing. Finally, there is an opportunity in the peri-urban areas, leveraging private sector
initiatives. “Nothing about us without us”.

AWP PARTNERS WORKSHOP 2020: 5–6 FEBRUARY 2020, SYDNEY

7

Topic 6: Water security and climate change
Table Host: Hemant Ojha (IFSD)
Discussion questions:
1. How is climate change impact escalating
water insecurity in the urban regions of
Himalayan Asia and the Pacific Island
States?
2. How can climate science and stakeholders’
knowledge be integrated at the city level to
enhance urban water security in Asia and
the Pacific?
Much discussion was focused on how climate change is impacting the Himalayan and Pacific regions,
characterised both by being fishing intensive, with increasing temperatures, and risks related to
security disruption. The need to harness and integrate local knowledge to increase sustainability in the
Himalayas and the Pacific was emphasised, which could be done through investing in engagement
and using existing science.

Topic 7: Water security and disaster risk management
Table Host: Paula Richardson (DFAT)
Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) is
often promoted as the optimal framework to ensure
the security of finite global water resources. In
Australia, catchment management authorities
grappling with ever increasing disaster risk assess
and manage it through a ‘socio-ecological systems’
approach. While disaster managers themselves
often assess risk through considering ‘hazard +
exposure + vulnerability - coping capacity’ and
managing it through attempting to increase or
decrease these components.
Discussion questions:
1. Is this semantics or an issue of substance?
2. How aligned are these approaches and is there value in a more integrated approach?
This group discussed hazard exposure and risk assessment as well as approaches to enhancing
resilience. The framework that integrates these two approaches would account for ecological systems,
mapping systems, taking the participatory approach from the IWRM framework and applying a
disaster risk reduction lens to that – all together that could help with managing climate risk. However,
whatever framework we use, it is essential that we are practical.
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Topic 8: Water security and capacity development
Table Host: Ian Reid (ICE WaRM)
Discussion questions:
1. What is the biggest need for capacity
development in the countries in which you
work?
2. What’s been the most impactful capacity
development programme you have seen?
There’s a need to design capacity development
programs and interventions in response to an
articulated need, as there are not always
predetermined processes and topics. Capacity development programs should link science with policy,
building both relationships and confidence. The IWC leadership program was discussed as being a
program with high impact. Capacity development is something that has to happen at the start and
middle of an initiative, not just at the end. Timing is everything, and learning happens by doing, where
capacity development is a process of support and part of a long-term process.

Topic 9: Water security and bush fire management
Table Host: Neil Lazarow (CSIRO)
Discussion questions:
1. What is the short-term risk/s of bushfires on
water supply infrastructure?
2. What are the longer-term impacts of
bushfires on water yields, catchments and
drinking water supplies?
This topic is characterised by short-term risks and
long-term yields. The physical damage is significant
(both to nature and to infrastructure). Recovery
involves and has impacts upon ecosystems, the food chain and invasive species. Associated costs
with catchment rehabilitation will involve asking both how and who, and will require coordination
across boundaries and needs to take into account cultural assets and Indigenous knowledge. [PPT]

Topic 10: Water security and water stewardship
Table Host: Megan McLeod (AWS)
Discussion questions:
1. How effective are legislative and policy (topdown) approaches to water security, or is
there a need for bottom-up, demand-side
solutions like water stewardship?
2. What has been your experience (successes
and challenges) engaging the private
sector, or communities, in demand
management and water security?
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This group discussed the effectiveness of top-down and bottom-up approaches to improving water
stewardship, acknowledging cyclic physical crises and political cycles. There is a need to promote
long-term solutions to address water security that reflects the true cost of water. These solutions
should also provide benefits to the community, such as improving water literacy. What are the drivers?
Some drivers include policy-makers and utilities.

2.6

Making partnerships work and making the most of the AWP network

Marian Neal introduced the session and spoke to AWP’s valued and trusted partnership model
(described in AWP’s Partnership Strategy and website), achieving development outcomes, knowledge
sharing, conducting outreach and communications, and engaging commercial/private actors. [PPT]
Matt Francey discussed his work in the Ayeyarwady Basin, exploring what this partnership looked like
from the activity level, asking the question: What increases the chances of successful implementation?
The approach used in this case has been to transfer approaches, apply tools, and deal with
complexities. The ability to work together on a complex project has had the consequence of building
mutual respect and shared values. Matt’s take-home message was “Teamwork, not a team of
champions”, highlighting the complementary and collaborative nature of the partners working together
on this activity.
Rory Hunter and Tamerlaine subsequently proceeded to address a number of issues that had been
raised related to the theme of making partnerships work and making the most of the AWP network.
Rory shared that AWP has a growing emphasis on addressing issues surrounding Indigenous
perspectives and water literacy, where understanding and implementing Indigenous perspectives on
water management is an AWP focus as a first step. Furthermore, through the Water Stewardship
model, the AWP is also engaging with the private sector, especially large companies, broadening the
reach of the partnership.
The day ended with the AWP responding to a host of questions related to Australia’s role in the
climate change space, and lessons learned through the monitoring and evaluation reporting process
particularly in regards to GEDSI, working strategically, the partnership model, and working with a pool
of international experts.
The Workshop dinner gave partners the opportunity to continue lively conversations and networking
well into the evening.
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3

Day Two

3.1

Keynote: IWMI Insights into Water Security

Rachael McDonnell began the second day of the
workshop with a keynote that discussed water and
climate change in the context of the work that IWMI is
undertaking. [PPT]
Rachael spoke about bridging global and regional
climate models and using multiple models to address
biases and uncertainties to identify hotspots and areas
subject to vulnerability, particularly in Nepal and Sri
Lanka. She shared information on the Global
Commission On Adaptation, and in particular their
chapter on water and the four specific action tracks
coming out of that process and how IWMI is making a
difference to address climate change within this
framework.

Rachael McDonnell, Strategic Program Director for
Water, Climate Change and Resilience, IWMI

Rachael spoke about IWMI’s work on looking at treated wastewater from the approach of the circular
economy, and shared some information on the related business models being developed in Ghana.
She also spoke to solar irrigation, where solar supports sustainable agriculture and livelihoods by
providing energy into the grid. Finally, she shared information on index-based flood insurance which
helps farmers, following floods, to recover – insurance has an emphasis on social inclusion.
She identified four challenges across the silos:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Uncertain futures regarding planning and investment;
The political enabling (or disabling) environment;
Laws, rights, allocation and their incongruity; and
Leaving no one behind.
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3.2

Partnering for GEDSI outcomes: practical insights

Jen Blyth
Disability
Inclusion
Advisor, CBM

Robbie Goedecke
International
Projects Officer,
AWA

Juliet Willetts
Research Director
and Professor,
ISF-UTS

Veitania Lepani
Program Officer,
AWP

Juliet Willetts from ISF-UTS spoke about her experience in Fiji and Vanuatu, where women need the
capacity to manage the resources they use and that affects them most. She asserted that men’s views
on society are changing, and shared two lessons with the audience. The first was that gender equality
is not just about communities or those left behind, it is about all of society. The second is that data is
critical, and we need good data about inequalities, including using qualitative methods to supplement
quantitative data that already exists.
Robbie Goedecke from AWA spoke about the Water Utilities Improvement Program in Indonesia,
where twinning with three utilities is underway with a GESI component. They need to unpack what it
means and have sourced expertise across the sector to develop trust within the network as to how
they have overcome GESI barriers to share with Indonesian utilities.
Jen Blyth from CBM shared that she was available for all partners to provide advice on disability
inclusion, and share expertise supporting people with disabilities. She shared the example of a
development project where a bridge was built and the communities lobbied for it to be accessible –
and the bridge itself was indeed accessible, however, access onto the bridge was not.
Tamerlaine Beasley expanded upon this speaking about the broader principle of inclusion where it is
necessary to 1) listen to the right people; 2) address concerns around agency and finding one’s voice;
and 3) think more broadly in all parts of the process.
Jen shared that Disabled Peoples Organisations (DPOs) can serve as a useful first point of contact in
all countries for disability inclusion.
Veitania Lepani highlighted the existing GESI resources that are available for partners through AWP: a
webinar; guidance documents; and Gender Equality & Goal 6: The Critical Connection.
A number of questions were raised by the audience, in particular how to take the first step, and how
does this affect budget? Jen responded explaining that it is better to implement GEDSI from the start
instead of having to fix it afterwards. Also, it is important not to just extract knowledge, but to allocate
funds for disability inclusion in budgets upfront.
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3.3

Partnering in response to climate change: the Pacific and the Hindu
Kush Himalaya

Enesh
Seyitmyradova
Senior Knowledge
Officer, AWP *
* Not pictured

Nicole Holmes
Executive Manager
Advisory, Hunter H2O

Arun Shrestha
Senior Climate Change
Specialist and
Programme Manager
for Regional
Programmes, ICIMOD

Tom Panella
Chief of Water Sector
Group, Sustainable
Development and
Climate Change
Department, ADB

Claudia Cooney
Assistant Director
Pacific Climate
Change Section,
Office of the Pacific
DFAT

Enesh Seyitmyradova convened the session, introducing panellists and speaking about partnerships,
climate change, water security and building resilience through the sustainable use and management
of water resources in the Pacific and Hindu Kush Himalaya region – mirroring SDG6, SDG13 and
SDG17.
Arun Shrestha advocates strongly that we come together to “protect the pulse of the planet”, where
1.9 billion people rely on the water from 10 majors rivers originating in the Hindu Kush Himalaya
(HKH) region. The HKH region is a climate hotspot, and even in a 1.5°C world, glaciers will lose 1/3 of
their volume by 2100. Where SDG17 is all about developing partnerships and bridging boundaries,
ICIMOD convenes and build consortiums to address these critical challenges. [PPT]
Lusia Sefo Leau from the PWWA was unable to attend, however, she sent in a statement that was
read out to participants. The Pacific’s vulnerability is being exacerbated by climate change, and the
PWWA is enhancing capacity for water utilities and its leaders. There is a disproportionate impact on
the Pacific’s water and infrastructure, and as a region we need to join forces and take action.
Tom Panella shared the ADB’s seven operational priorities, which are holistically interlinked across
focal areas. Tom also spoke about the Global Commission on Adaptation and the action track,
emphasising the differentiated approaches and ADB’s 2030 Strategy and how it relates to Small Island
Developing States and the Pacific. [PPT]
Nicole Holmes shared information about the AWP-PWWA Young Water Professionals Program they
are facilitating, sharing with participants the great need for leadership training and support for young
people working at utilities in the Pacific given the multitude of challenges faced in the region. Upon
completing the YWP Program, these young water professionals have taken up supervisory and
leadership roles in their organisations. The YWP Program is aligned with the annual PWWA
conference, and the whole program is driven by a process that emphasises knowledge, capacity
development, connectivity, and access. The three YWP Programs thus far have engaged a total of 80
participants (50% men, 50% women). [PPT]
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Claudia Cooney spoke about climate change and water in the Pacific, stating that in 2018 climate
change was identified as the greatest threat to security and that DFAT had allocated $500 million to
address climate change resilience challenges in the Pacific over the next five years. These funds will
measure and predict challenges regarding sea level rise and changing weather patterns in partnership
with BoM, CSIRO and others. Additional funding is being applied to facilitate disaster risk reduction
and improve water security. A support unit has been established to integrate science, aid, climate
resilience and disaster reduction as a humanitarian team. This support team is the entry point for AWP
Partners wishing to be involved and support these efforts. [PPT]

3.3

Partnering for Cooperation: Mekong

Ingrid Carlier
Senior
Program
Officer, AWP *
* Not pictured

John Dore
Lead Water
Specialist,
DFAT

Nguyen Thi Thu Linh
Deputy Director
General, Department
of WRM, Government
of Vietnam

Paradis Someth
Principal
Hydrologist,
eWater

Aksara Putthividhya
Assistant Professor,
Department of Water
Resource Engineering,
Chulalongkorn
University

Ounheuan Saiyasith
Program Manager
Greater Mekong
Water Resources
Program, DFAT
Laos

Ingrid Carlier introduced each of the panellists with John Dore chairing the session, explaining how
each representative is working with AWP Partners, or could possibly work with Australia, to achieve
diverse water management-related goals and programs in the Mekong region. [PPT]
Oun Saiyasith discussed the national strategy for water and natural resource management that is
being developed in Lao PDR. Australia provides technical advisors to support this comprehensive
process, and Lao PDR now has a draft which will be finalised this year in preparation for
implementation.
Aksara Putthividhya is working with the Government of Thailand to inform government priorities in
regards to surface water and groundwater for national security. She is tasked with providing a
scientific base for the government to support planning in Thailand, and is looking into water pricing
and water charging to achieve water security objectives.
Paradis Someth, who has previous Mekong River Commission (MRC) experience, described the
challenges regarding access to data and information. He will be providing support to the MRC
secretariat so that the MRC can strengthen their data management processes to support evidence
based decision-making. This data will also serve to create awareness in the general public about
decisions in the basin.
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Nguyen Thi Thu Linh was in a previous role with the Vietnam National Mekong Commiteee involved in
the development of the Mekong Delta Study. She works with the Department of Water Resources
Management and is developing the Water Resources Strategy for Vietnam.

3.4

Partnering across levels: South Asia

Vijay Kumar
South Asia
Representative,
AWP

Basant
Maheshwari
Professor, WSU *

Paula Richardson
Water, Climate and
Disaster Specialist,
DFAT *

Wahid Shahriar

Principal Research
Consultant, CSIRO *

Karlene Maywald
Managing Director,
Maywald Consultants
* Not pictured

Vijay Kumar convened the session, introducing participants and speaking about the scope and extent
of AWP activities in South Asia, which are constantly evolving and building momentum. In South Asia,
water falls under the responsibility of the state, and Australia has formal MoUs in place to enable
partners to engage more effectively in South Asia. In particular, working in South Asia requires
thinking and working politically.
Karlene Maywald, as a former water minister, was responsible for water security for South Australia
during the millennium drought. Water flows across so many agencies – from health to transport – and
these agencies are often not coordinating with one another. This, in fact, is very similar to the situation
in India where agencies are quite dispersed and not always speaking with one another. In India,
however, bringing multiple agencies together is paramount to addressing infant mortality. Building
upon Australia’s cooperative research approaches, Karlene was part of the team responsible for
developing the Centre for Water Excellence in Rajasthan to get everyone to the table – academia,
industry and policy people. They collaboratively developed seven priority projects to work on and
relied on Australian experience as a precedence. The Centre was so successful that the model was
replicated by other parts of India, including in Maharashtra where now the Centre for Innovation,
Progressive Regulation, and Water Awareness has been established.
Basant Maheshwari shared his experiences about the MARVI program, where in 2011 it became
apparent that modelling was not the answer, and that there was a need to engage on all levels. So
they started working with the villagers and began a participatory modelling program with groundwater
sensors and rainfall gauge monitoring. The success of these efforts has been recognised at various
levels of government, changing the way that farmers and communities engage with their water
resources. Western Sydney University and partners are now working with India’s Ministry of Water
Resources to upscale MARVI across 100,000 villages across India.
Paula Richardson explained how her work in South Asia was in stark contrast to her experiences in
the Pacific, and how she found the operating environment to be quite challenging. She also spoke
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about the necessity of changing the language we use and embracing humility when speaking with our
counterparts. Her key lessons coming out of this work were about understanding the variability of
where people are at in their water reform journey, and the variability in power imbalances.
Wahid Shahriar shared three examples of CSIRO’s work in South Asia, encouraging partners to be
catalysts for change by identifying weak links and being the starting point for engagement: 1)
Bangladesh – the National Water Management Plan determines water sector investment for the next
10 years but is not climate-proof, as there is too much reliance on groundwater extraction; 2) Nepal
needs basin plans and has a 3-tier partnership with the central government, the provincial
government, and the community level which empower forward-looking action through the plan; and 3)
In 2018, CSIRO undertook a rapid study in Afghanistan looking at political economy issues. The
greater population was unaware of the government investment in water infrastructure and had no
access to data or information. This hindered the peace process.

3.5

Partnering for Innovation

Alex Smajgl
Managing
Director,
SFIA*
* Not pictured

Louise Whiting
Asia-Pacific
Manager, FAO

Sharon Davies
Director, Water
Practice
Consulting

Jamie Ewert
National
Engagement
Manager,
CRCWSC

Katrina Donaghy
CEO and Cofounder, Civic
Ledger

Abed Khalil
Senior Water
Resources
Specialist,
World Bank

Alex Smajgl convened the session and introduced each of the panellists, explaining how different
organisations are using both technology and new ways of addressing complex issues to innovate in
order to solve some of the most complex water challenges faced in the region. He invited the
panellists to reflect on how their entity either innovates or works in partnership with other innovators to
address challenges. The key questions that first emerged were: Do we innovate in International
Development? If so, how, and if not why not?
Jamie Ewert introduced a tool called Infuse/IRP, which is being applied in China. It is a valuation tool
and process which allows for better decision-making using economics. The tool allows for people to
engage with economic decision making – it provides a transparent and evidence-based process
allowing for improved solutions. [PPT]
Katrina Donaghy spoke about transforming the design and implementation process of public policies
and services through the use of transparent and trusted digital systems. In particular, Katrina
explained how transparent and trusted technology could be used to minimise cost and the burden of
transparency for water allocations and water trading schemes. [PPT]
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A discussion followed with panellists Louise Whiting, Sharon Davies, Jamie Ewert, Katrina Donaghy
and Abed Khalil. The panel explored the question of whether or not we innovate in the field of
development. Several points were raised, including issues of rights, allocations, and markets which all
need to be set up. Other issues were raised, including participation and accessibility, the need for
evidence-based decision making, and the necessity of trust to allow for greater access to information
and assurances to verify that the information is viable and legitimate. Many countries, however, are in
crisis response mode and do not have the opportunity to be strategic. In these contexts incremental
steps are needed to adopt innovation.
In conclusion, innovation requires that we progress slowly, identify champions, run successful small
pilots, and only then build on these pilots by scaling up or out.

3.6

Closing & Thanks

Nick Schofield proceeded to warmly thank participants, panellists and speakers for being a part of the
two-day workshop.
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4

Feedback & Evaluation

Overall the workshop was deemed highly successful by partners and staff with some partners and
AWPAC members noting it as the “best so far”, scoring an average rating of 4.2/5. The following Menti
results show how it performed across different areas, with specific feedback on sessions and ideas for
next year.
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4.1

Final Words

Thank you to all our Partners that participated in the Workshop this year – there was an enthusiastic
energy in the room over the two days that had the feel of an emerging community of practice. Water
people are special people!
After every Workshop the AWP team has a thorough debrief of the whole preparation lifecycle and
together with your evaluation feedback, we identify how we can improve the next Workshop. Thank
you for all your suggestions and encouragement.
We look forward to seeing you all at the next Partners Workshop, which will be held in Adelaide in
2021.
Marian Neal
AWP Partnerships & Knowledge Manager

Related:
Australian Water Partnership gathers for its 4th annual workshop to discuss partnering to
address water security in the Indo-Pacific [posted on 28 Feb 2020]
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Annex A: Workshop Agenda
Workshop Theme: Partnering to address water security in the Indo-Pacific region
Pre-workshop training
(Tuesday 4 Feb) L’Aqua

8:30 – 10:15

10:15 – 10:45

Gender Equality, Disability and
Social Inclusion (GEDSI):
Insights to Strengthen
International Engagement
Jen Blyth & Melita Grant

Morning Tea

Workshop Day 1 (Wednesday 5 Feb)
Darling Room 2

Workshop Day 2 (Thursday 6 Feb)
Darling Room 2

8:30 – 9:15 Registration (Darling Room 1)

9:00 – 9:10 Welcome Tamerlaine Beasley, MC

9:15 – 9:25 Welcome to Country Marcia Ella-Duncan
9:25 – 9:30 Welcome Remarks Bob McMullan

9:10 – 9:30 Keynote: IWMI Insights into Water Security
Rachael McDonnell, IWMI

9:30 – 9:45 Keynote: DFAT Insights into Water Security
Jamie Isbister, DFAT
9:45 – 10:15 AWP: Lessons Learned, Focus and Future
Nick Schofield, AWP
Morning Tea
10:45 – 11:30 Workshop Objectives and
Intro to AWP Team
Tamerlaine Beasley, MC

9:30 – 10:15 Partnering for GEDSI outcomes: practical insights
Juliet Willets, UTS; Jen Blyth, CBM; Robbie Goedecke, AWA;
Veitania Lepani, AWP
Morning Tea
10:45 – 12:30 Partnering in response to climate change: the
Pacific and the Hindu Kush Himalaya
Enesh Seyitmyradova, AWP; Arun Shrestha, ICIMOD; Lusia Sefo Leau
PWWA (via Marian Neal); Tom Panella, ADB; Nicole Holmes, Hunter
H2O; Claudia Cooney, DFAT

10:45 – 12:30

GEDSI Training cont.

11:30 – 12:30 What is water security and why is it a critical issue?
Marian Neal, AWP; Leith Boully, SunWater; Brad Moggridge, UC;
Vanessa O’Keefe, DPIE NSW; Mark Pascoe, IWC; Paula Hanasz,
DELWP Vic

12:30 – 1:30

Lunch for Participants

Lunch

1:30 – 3:00

Thinking and Working
Politically in an intercultural
context
Mia Thornton & Tamerlaine
Beasley

1:30 – 3:00 Perspectives on Water Security
Small Group Discussions
Shannon Li, AWP
See over for topics and speakers

Afternoon Tea

Afternoon Tea

Afternoon Tea

TWP Training cont.

3:30 – 4:30 Making Partnerships Work &
Making the most of the AWP Network
Marian Neal and Rory Hunter, AWP; Matt Francey, Alluvium

3:30 – 4:30 Partnering for Innovation
Louise Whiting, FAO; Katrina Donaghy, Civic Ledger; Jamie Ewert,
CRCWSC; Alex Smajgl, SFIAl; Abed Khalil, World Bank; Sharon Davies,
Water Practice Consulting.

4:30 – 5:00 Q&A with AWP and Wrap-Up
Caity Windross, AWP Team and Tamerlaine Beasley

4:30 – 5:00 Closing Q&A Discussion
Bob McMullan, Nick Schofield and Tamerlaine Beasley

3:00 – 3:30

3:30 – 5:00

5:00 – 6:00

Pre-dinner Drinks & Canapes
(L’Aqua Terrace, Dockside)

6:00 (seating)

Dinner (L’Aqua Terrace, Dockside)
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1:30 – 2:15 Partnering for Cooperation: Mekong
John Dore, DFAT; Ingrid Carlier, AWP; Nguyen Thi Thu Linh, MONRE
Vietnam; Paradis Someth, eWater; Oun Saiyasith, DFAT; Aksara
Putthividhya, CU Thailand
2:15 – 3:00 Partnering across levels: South Asia
Vijay Kumar, AWP; Karlene Maywald, ICE WaRM; Basant
Maheshwari, WSU; Paula Richardson, DFAT; Wahid Shahriar, CSIRO.
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Annex B: Speaker/Facilitator Bios
In order of first appearance
Tamerlaine Beasley
CEO & Founder, Beasley Intercultural
Tamerlaine has over twenty years of experience of engagement and focus on
cross cultural collaboration across the Indo-Pacific. A board member of the
Australia-ASEAN Council for the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Tamerlaine is founder and Managing Director of Beasley Intercultural providing
advice and capability development for Federal Government, multinational
companies and International NGO’s. Tamerlaine speaks Thai and has studied Lao
and Bahasa Indonesia. She has studied Asian Studies at the ANU, International
Business at Penn State University and Thai at Chulalongkorn in Thailand.
Marcia Ella-Duncan
Facilitator and Public Speaker
Marcia Ella-Duncan is an Aboriginal woman from La Perouse, Sydney, with
traditional connection to the Walbunga people on the NSW Far South Coast, and
kinship connection to the Bidigal, the traditional owners of the Botany Bay area.
Marcia has recently established herself as a consultant after over 30 years in
Aboriginal affairs in a wide range of sectors.
Bob McMullan
Chair, Australian Water Partnership Advisory Committee (AWPAC)
Bob has a background in international development. His previous positions include
Director of the ANU Crawford Leadership Forum; Board Member for the Crawford
Fund and the Foundation for Development Cooperation; and Executive Alt Director
for the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Bob represented the
Australian Capital Territory in the Australian Senate from 1989 to 1996, resigning
from the Senate to represent the ACT as a Member of the House of
Representatives (1996–2010).
Jamie Isbister
Ambassador for the Environment and First Assistant Secretary of the Economic
Growth and Sustainability Division at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(DFAT)
Jamie has over 20 years’ experience working in the humanitarian and development
field. He is responsible for promoting and protecting Australia’s national interests
on global environmental issues, including through leading Australia’s negotiations
under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. He is also
the head of the Economic Growth and Sustainability Division in DFAT. In the late
1990’s Jamie worked in the Asia Pacific region, primarily in Cambodia, Burma and
Thailand on refugee policy and internally displaced persons issues.
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Nick Schofield
CEO, Australian Water Partnership (AWP)
Nick has over 40 years’ experience in the water and natural resource management
sector. He has led 14 major research programs across Australia at the
intersections of water, agriculture, forestry, mining, urbanisation, biodiversity and
climate change. Nick has developed national policies and pioneered methods in
research prioritisation, evaluation and futures analysis. Internationally, Nick has
worked across Asia, Pacific, Africa, Europe and North America. Nick is a member
of the Strategic Council of the International Water Association.
Marian J. Neal
Partnerships & Knowledge Manager, AWP
Marian is the Partnerships and Knowledge Manager of the Australian Water
Partnership. In this role Marian supports Australian, In-Country and International
Partners; leads knowledge management and knowledge sharing activities; and
plans outreach through events. Marian has 20 years’ of research and water
industry-based experience and holds a PhD in water governance and water justice.
Brad Moggridge
Aboriginal Water Expert 2019 ACT Tall Poppy of the Year & Academy of Science
Travel Award, Peter Cullen Trust (PCT) Fellow
Brad Moggridge is from the Kamilaroi Nation (N-W NSW) and grew up in western
Sydney and now lives in Canberra. He has university qualifications in
hydrogeology from UTS and environmental science from ACU. He has now begun
a PhD at the University of Canberra and is also part time Indigenous Liaison
Officer for Threatened Species Recovery Hub as a part of NESP.
Leith Boully
Chair and Non-executive Director, Sunwater
Leith has a strong appreciation for the Australian water sector as part of her long
involvement from a governance, strategic and business perspective in agriculture,
water, policy, research and development and stakeholder engagement.

Vanessa O’Keefe
A/ Executive Director of Policy, Planning and Sciences at the NSW Department of
Planning, Industry and Environment – Water (DPIE NSW)
Vanessa has been intimately involved in water resource management for 26 years,
both as a senior public servant in the NSW government, and as an independent
consultant. In this role Vanessa drives the development, implementation and
review of water resource management policies and plans based on best practice
science, analytics and modelling across the state. As a consultant she provided
results focused advice to Governments in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region on
water and environmental and disaster risk management regulatory frameworks,
governance, policy, planning, and implementation.
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Mark Pascoe
Chief Executive Officer, International WaterCentre (IWC)
Mark Pascoe has worked for his more than 40-year career in the water industry –
predominately in Brisbane, Australia. Mark is the CEO of the International
WaterCentre where his role is to lead the development of the business in providing
capacity building services to water managers and their organisations and
particularly to help develop our future water leaders.
Paula Hanasz
Manager, Water Sector Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation, Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP)
Dr Paula Hanasz manages climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies for
the Victorian water sector and is part of the Water Sector Resilience team at
DELWP. Paula is also the author of Transboundary Water Governance and
International Actors in South Asia: The Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna Basin. She
holds a PhD from the Australian National University, and her thesis examined
conflicts and cooperation over international rivers. Paula has a background in
national security, defence, and strategic communications.
Shannon Li
Communications Manager, AWP
Shannon has over 15 years’ experience in communications and multimedia design,
working in the public and private sectors. She oversees the development and
implementation of AWP’s Communications Strategy as well as branding and
design of AWP’s website, printed and online knowledge resources, newsletters,
and participation at leading national and international water events. Shannon holds
a Bachelor of Multimedia Design (Arts) from Curtin University of Technology,
majoring in Animation and Motion Graphics.
Janice Green
National Team Manager – Water Insight and Assessment, Bureau of Meteorology
(BoM)
Janice is responsible for the preparation and publication of the Water Program's
products and services including the National Water Account; the Australian Water
Markets Report; and the Urban National Performance Report. She has over 30
years' experience in hydrology, hydraulics, and water resource management.
During her career Janice has undertaken work in Malaysia, Lao PDR, and India.
Anthony Slatyer
Independent Consultant, Water Policy Group (WPG)
Tony is an independent consultant and founding member of the Water Policy
Group. Since 2017, he has been engaged by the Australian Water Partnership as
Special Adviser on Water to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. In this
role, in 2017 and 2018 he assisted DFAT to support former Prime Minister
Turnbull's membership of the High Level Panel on Water, promoting globally the
implementation of the water-related Sustainable Development Goals. Prior to this,
Tony was head of the Water Division in the successive Departments with
responsibility for national water policy and programs .
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Hannah Birdsey
Assistant Secretary, Agriculture, Infrastructure and Water Branch, Economic
Growth and Sustainability Division, DFAT
Hannah has almost 20 years’ experience in public policy and international
development, working in the Indo-Pacific region, including fragile and conflictaffected settings, and across multiple sectors including education, governance,
humanitarian assistance, and rural development. She served overseas with the
Australian Agency for International Development in Papua New Guinea and in
Indonesia, where she led the delivery of Australia’s largest bilateral aid investment,
Australia’s Education Partnership with Indonesia. She holds a Masters in
International Relations from the University of Sydney.
Simon Krohn
Consulting on Renewable Energy, Sustainable Hydro Power, Integrated Resource
Planning in Australia, SE Asia and Africa
Simon works in the field of renewable energy, hydropower and water resources
management with a focus on sustainable hydropower strategy and operations. He
has worked in Australia, SE Asia, the Pacific and Southern Africa. Over the last 9
years, Simon has been working extensively in the Mekong as advisor on for
sustainable hydropower practice to the Mekong River Commission. The aim is to
embed sustainable hydropower practices in policy, planning and implementation of
hydropower in the Mekong.
Alison Baker
Fund Manager, DFAT-funded Water for Women Fund (WfW)
Alison has worked in the international development sector as both a manager and
practitioner for over 20 years throughout the Asia-Pacific. Alison has successfully
delivered projects for donors including DFAT, Asian Development, and the World
Bank, focused in the infrastructure, water, sanitation, climate change and
environment sectors.
Hemant Ojha
Director, Institute of Study and Development Worldwide (IFSD); Adjunct Associate
Professor at University of Canberra
Hemant’s current research and consulting focus on water security, climate change,
and governance. He has investigated policies and institutions shaping how water,
agriculture, and forest landscapes adapt to climate change in South Asia. He has
conducted locally engaged research to build the capacity of local and national
governments to tackle water insecurity in the region. Currently, he is working with
Australian Water Partnership on to assess climate change and water security in
Asia and the Pacific.
Paula Richardson
Water, Climate and Disaster Specialist, DFAT
Paula is DFAT’s focal point for water cooperation in South and West Asia. She
holds a Master of Emergency Management (Charles Sturt University), a Graduate
Diploma of Legal Practice (ANU), Bachelor of Arts (Hons) and Laws (ANU). Paula
has completed a Certificate in Integrated and Adaptive Water Resource
Management with McGill University.
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Ian Reid
Chief Academic Officer, International Centre of Excellence in Water Resources
Management (ICE WaRM)
Dr Ian Reid’s career has focused on improving educational practices at the
Secondary and Tertiary level, specialising in academic development and elearning; he was Associate Professor in Online Education at UniSA. At ICE WaRM
he is responsible for the development and delivery of education and training
products and services in water resources management for Australian and
International water professionals.
Neil Lazarow
Senior Research Consultant, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO)
Neil leads the international water practice for Australia’s national science agency,
CSIRO. Neil’s areas of expertise focus on how society makes complex trade-offs in
resource constrained environments. His work extends to global challenges such as
climate, water security, risk and resilience, sustainable cities and food security.
Neil is a trusted advisor to the Australian Government in the international
development portfolio. He is an active contributor to CSIRO’s global activities, and
has a leading role in strategy and business development for water, climate risk and
integrated assessments (regional development pathways) in the South Asia and
Latin America regions.
Megan McLeod
Program Director, Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS) Asia-Pacific
Megan is a hydrogeologist by training. She manages and advises on world-leading
water stewardship projects, including the AWP-funded Indo-Pacific Water
Stewardship Program. Megan helped launch the AWS International Water
Stewardship Standard in 2014 and led the Asia-Pacific review and consultation
process for the 2018 revision the Standard. Based in Australia, Megan supports
AWS team members in Indonesia and China, and members across Asia-Pacific
with the implementation of water stewardship.
Matt Francey
CEO, Alluvium Consulting; and Director, Alluvium International and Natural Capital
Economics (NCE)
Matt is an urban water and natural resource management specialist with extensive
experience in the development of policy and management frameworks for urban
water management.

Rory Hunter
Program Manager, AWP
Rory is an environment and water resources specialist, with expertise in integrated
assessments, governance, climate change and environmental projects. He holds a
Master of Integrated Water Management from University of Queensland and has
over ten years’ experience implementing projects in the Indo-Pacific region with the
Mekong River Commission, DFAT, World Bank and other organisations.
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Rachael McDonnell
Strategic Program Director for Water, Climate Change and Resilience,
International Water Management Institute (IWMI) Rome Office
Rachael leads a team of researchers working on innovative data, technology,
policy and governance solutions to support countries adapting and building
resilience to the challenges of a changing climate. With water systems being
challenged by both increases in climate shocks causing floods and droughts, as
well as more general shifts in the water cycle, water management for people, food,
industry and environments needs transformative research thinking and application
developments. She gained her doctorate from the University of Oxford.
Veitania Lepani
Program Officer, AWP
Veitania has worked in program delivery in the international aid and development
sector for the past four years. Her primary focus as a Program Officer for AWP is
supporting the Australia-Mekong Water Facility and the Pacific region. She has a
strong interest in gender equality and social inclusion and applying ways of
working that take transformative actions to address underlying causes of gender
inequality. She holds a Bachelor of Pacific Studies, majoring in Pacific Studies and
Anthropology.
Juliet Willetts
Research Director and Professor at Institute for Sustainable Futures, University of
Technology Sydney (ISF-UTS)
Professor Willetts leads applied research to inform water and sanitation policy and
practice in Asia and the Pacific. She has made contributions to institutional
development, governance and policy, climate change, public health, private sector
engagement and entrepreneurship, and gender equality and participation. Her
achievements have been recognised by multiple awards and she was named one
of the Australian Financial Review's 100 Women of Influence in 2018. She holds a
PhD from UNSW in Environmental Engineering.
Robbie Goedecke
International Projects Officer, Australian Water Association (AWA)
Robbie is supporting and enhancing the implementation of AWA’s International
Program, through promoting and facilitating business opportunities internationally
while addressing the governance, infrastructure and training needs of developing
countries. He is a Chartered Professional Engineer with experience in water supply
planning, water distribution design, and water operations.
Jen Blyth
Disability Inclusion Advisor, CBM Australia
Jen is a proud Deaf woman and works as a Disability Inclusion Advisor with the
Inclusive Development department at CBM Australia. Jen has worked in the
disability space for over a decade both in Australian and international contexts and
is looking forward to sharing some practical ideas on how to ensure people with
disabilities are included in water programs.
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Enesh Seyitmyradova
Senior Knowledge Officer, AWP
Enesh is a water resource professional with expertise in transboundary water
management, governance, climate change and sustainability. She has over 15
years’ of experience working with United Nations Programs, NGOs and
government ministries in the UK, Germany and Central Asia. Enesh obtained her
Master of Environmental Science, focusing on water resource management, from
the Australian National University.
Arun Bhakta Shrestha
Senior Climate Change Specialist and Programme Manager for Regional
Programmes – River Basins and Cryosphere and Atmosphere, International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)
Dr Shrestha has a PhD in Earth Sciences from the University of New Hampshire,
USA, and a Master's degree in Hydraulic Engineering from Minsk, former USSR.
His main areas of expertise include climate change, glaciers and glacial hazards,
glacial lake risk mitigation, atmospheric environment, and hydrological modelling.
He is on the editorial panel for Geomatics, Natural Hazards and Risk (Taylor and
Francis) and Journal of Hydrology and Meteorology (Society of Hydrologists and
Meteorologists, Nepal)
Lusia Sefo Leau
CEO, Pacific Water and Wasterwater Association (PWWA)
Lusia has been the CEO of PWWA since 2016 and helped established PWWA as
a permanent regional organisation for Pacific water and wastewater in Samoa.
Lusia has over 30 years’ experience in finance and tax policy development, and
development program management in the public sector. She has held senior
leadership roles in several government Ministries. Prior to joining PWWA, Lusia
was the CEO of the Samoa Ministry for Revenue, and before that the Deputy CEO
for the Ministry of Finance. She is a recipient of the Samoa Public Service
prestigious excellence award for Inspirational Leadership.
Thomas Panella
Chief of Water Sector Group in the Sustainable Development and Climate Change
Department, Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Tom is responsible for ADB’s water sector policy, knowledge, innovation, and
portfolio quality control. He served as ADB’s Country Director in Afghanistan and
led project/portfolio development and management, policy dialogue, and donor
coordination. He joined ADB in 2003 and has led water resources operations in
Central, South, and Southeast Asia including postings in Uzbekistan as head of
operations and Indonesia as head of the water and climate change programs. He
is a Member of the Global Water Partnership’s Technical Committee. He received
a Masters and PhD in Public Policy and a Master of Science in Energy and
Resources from the University of California at Berkeley.
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Nicole Holmes
Executive Manager Advisory, Hunter H2O
Nicole has over 30 years’ experience in the water industry both within the water
utility and private sectors. For the last five years Nicole has worked closely with the
PWWA initially assisting with a review of the organization’s governance framework
and the transition to a new operating model. Over the last three years Nicole has
been responsible for the program management of the AWP-funded Pacific Young
Water Professionals program which is held annually in conjunction with the PWWA
Pacific Water Conference.
Claudia Cooney
Assistant Director, Pacific Climate Change Section, Pacific Security Maritime and
Climate Change Branch, Office of the Pacific, DFAT
Claudia’s knowledge of natural resource management policies has been informed
by 10 years’ experience in the public service and working with NGOs in Australia
and the Asia-Pacific region. During her time at DFAT, Claudia has worked with Fiji
and Kiribati to evaluate aid priorities and helped integrate climate change and
disaster resilience in the Pacific development program. Prior to joining the
Australian Government, Claudia managed a water governance program across
South-East Asia for the IUCN, and developed communications strategies for
WWF-Australia.
Ingrid Carlier
Senior Program Officer, AWP
Ingrid oversees the AWP’s Australia-Mekong Water Facility and smaller grants.
She has ten years’ of experience managing international development projects,
including in the health, water and sanitation and climate change sectors. Her
academic background is in International Trade, Business Administration, and
Development Management.
John Dore
Lead Water Specialist, DFAT
John is stationed at Australian Embassy Bangkok, working across Asia. He is
involved in many of Australia’s bilateral and regional engagements in water-related
government-to-government partnerships and alliances with industry and civil
society. John also serves on editorial board of Water Alternatives journal, is
Associate Professor at ANU Fenner School and member University of Canberra's
Centre for Deliberative Democracy and Global Governance. He holds a PhD in
Water Governance (ANU), MEnv & Dev (ANU), and BAgrSc (Melbourne).
Ounheuan Saiyasith
Program Manager, DFAT’s Greater Mekong Water Resources Program
Ounheuan is stationed at Australian Embassy in Vientiane, working across the
Mekong region. Since 2013, he has been managing a number of DFAT’s aid
programs and has been engaging with multiple stakeholders across the region
including Mekong River Commission, International Water Management Institute,
civil society and governments on water governance issues. Ounheuan holds a
Bachelor of Art (Laos) and Msc in Development Studies (National University of
Laos and Chiang University of Thailand).
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Aksara Putthividhya
Assistant Professor, Department of Water Resource Engineering, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok
Dr Aksara Putthividhya’s work interests include groundwater modelling and biofuel
cells. Aksara has been engaging with the Australian Water Partnership through her
work with the Thailand Office of National Water Resources, examining options for
water pricing to assist in the implementation of Thailand’s Water Resources Act
2018. She holds a PhD from the University of Michigan, USA.
Paradis Someth
Principal Hydrologist, eWater
Paradis joined eWater in 2018, after six years with the Mekong River Commission
Secretariat, and before that Lecturer/Researcher in Hydrology and Dean of
Undergraduate Study at Institute of Technology. Studies cover water balance
analysis from plot-scale to basin-scale, irrigation and hydropower development,
hydrological analysis and modelling of the Tonle Sap Lake and Mekong Basin.
Engineer Diploma in Rural Engineering from Cambodia/Belgium, Master’s degree
and PhD in International Environmental and Agricultural Engineering from Japan.
Nguyen Thi Thu Linh
Deputy Director General, Department of Water Resources Management, Ministry
of Natural Resources and the Environment (MONRE), Government of Vietnam
Linh is an official of the Government of Vietnam, serving in MONRE. Previously,
Linh was Deputy Director General of the Vietnam National Mekong Committee and
actively engaged in the inter-government Mekong River Basin cooperation
between members (Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam) and dialogue partners
(Myanmar, China). Linh holds a BSc (VN) and MSc (Oregon).
Vijay Kumar
South Asia Representative, AWP
Vijay Kumar is a water and environment specialist working with Australian Water
Partnership as their South Asia Representative. He has been instrumental in
increasing collaborations within the water sector at government to government
level between Australia and India. He is very well networked within the industry
and the government departments.
Karlene Maywald
Managing Director of Maywald Consultants Pty Ltd and Chair of the International
Centre of Excellence in Water Resources Management (ICE WaRM)
The Hon Karlene Maywald has extensive experience in leading water reform as a
Minister, and oversighting water reform as the Chair of the National Water
Commission (2012 until 2015) providing advice on water reform to the Council of
Australian Governments (COAG) and the Commonwealth Government of
Australia.
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Basant Maheshwari
Professor, Western Sydney University (WSU)
Professor Maheshwari has over 30 years’ professional experience with a particular
research focus on water resources modelling; groundwater monitoring and
management; urban water; river health; irrigation; water education, engagement
and capacity building; environmental sustainability; and water for livelihood and
wellbeing.
Shahriar Wahid
Principal Research Consultant, CSIRO
Wahid works leads CSIRO’s Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio (SDIP)
project. His team works with planners, local stakeholders and scientists to support
water reform in Bangladesh, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nepal. He is passionate
about water management for inclusive growth and has led research for
development projects in Nepal, Bangladesh, India, China, Thailand, Laos,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar and Indonesia.
Alex Smaigl
Managing Director, Mekong Region Futures Institute (MERFI) / Sustainable
Futures Institute Australia (SFIA)
Dr Alex Smajgl’s background is in environmental economics with a focus on transdisciplinary modelling in the context of natural resource management,
development, urbanisation and climate change systems. Dr Alex Smajgl also
designs and implements participatory processes with various Governments across
the Asia-Pacific region to establish effective science-policy interfaces for
development policy. In his most recent work Dr Smajgl coordinated assessments
of water-food-energy decisions in the wider Mekong region, their likely trade-offs
and transboundary dynamics.
Jamie Ewert
National Engagement Manager, CRC for Water Sensitive Cities (CRCWSC)
Jamie has worked in water for 23 years in roles in service delivery, regulation,
policy, strategy and research. He works at the interface for research and end
users, helping new ideas find their way to implementation. While most of his
projects are within Australia, he led the CRC's recent work in India for the AWP
and DFAT.
Katrina Donaghy
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, Civic Ledger
Prior to founding Civic Ledger in September 2016, Katrina was a career bureaucrat
spanning 20+ years in both state and local government and water utilities in
Australia working in the areas of strategy, program delivery and revenue
optimisation to improve the customer experience with government.
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Louise Whiting
Senior Water Management Officer, United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO)
Louise leads the water resources management program for the Food and
Agriculture Organization’s Regional Office for the Asia Pacific based in Bangkok.
Before joining FAO Louise worked for across Africa and Asia for WaterAid and
prior to that for the NSW Government on water policy and in NSW Parliament as
an Advisor to the Minister for Water.
Sharon Davis
Director, Water Practice Consulting; Enterprise Senior Fellow – Water,
Environmental and Agriculture Program at University of Melbourne
Dr Sharon Davis has more than 20 years’ experience working across diverse water
policy and technical programs in federal and state government agencies. She was
a Fulbright Scholar with the Harvard Water Security Initiative in 2011-12 and is a
member of the 2020 Homeward Bound Women in STEMM leadership program.
Abed Khalil
Senior Water Resources Specialist, World Bank
Abed’s interests include water sector reform and provision of water infrastructure
for service delivery and strengthened resilience. He is currently leading several
lending, policy and analytical operations in a variety of developing countries in the
interest of advancing water security. Prior to joining the World Bank, he served as
an Assistant Vice President at Capital Market Group of PartnerRe and as a
Research Scientist at Columbia University, Earth and Environmental Engineering
department.
Caitlin Windross
A/ Senior Program Officer, AWP
Caity joined the team in early 2018 as a Program and Events officer, now focusing
on AWP activities in India, Indonesia, Nepal and Regional Asia-Pacific. Her
background is in client services and administration, in both the public and private
sectors. Caity holds a Bachelor’s degree in International Studies and Language
from the University of Queensland.
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