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Introduction and session objectives

Keynote: Effective water scarcity management: Challenges and 
Opportunities

The Asia Pacific Water Scarcity Programme: FAO’s approach to 
tackling water scarcity in the Asia Pacific Region

Presentation from FAO-RNE, Water Scarcity Initiative

Water scarcity management in Australia: Key features and 
lessons learned

Moderated panel and audience discussion
1. Indonesia 
2. Morocco
3. Thailand
4. Vietnam

Leading Questions:
1. How is the status of water scarcity in your country?
2. What are the key drivers of water scarcity in your country?
3. What are some of the interventions your country has 

implemented to tackle the water scarcity challenge?
4. Can you identify any shared challegnes across regions?
5. What would you define as critical success factors in tackling 

water scarcity?

Commitments and close

Jean-Marc Faures, Regional Programme Leader, FAO-RNE

Hammou laamrani, Senior Integrated Expert - Centre for 
International Migration and Development

Caroline Turner, Programme Manager, FAO-RAP

Mohamed Al Hamdi, Senior Land and Water officer, FAO-RNE

Lucía Gamarra, Senior Partnerships & Impact Officer, 
Australian Water Partnership (AWP)

1. Taufiq Hidayat Putra, Acting Director of Water Resources, 
Ministry of National Development Planning of the Republic 
of Indonesia 

2. Faouzia Chakiri Boulouiz, Head of Division - Food security 
Direction, Arab Maghreb Union Secretariat

3. Lerdphan Sukyirun, Expert on River Basin Management, 
Office of The National Water Resources, Thailand 

4. Nguyen Thuy Anh, Head of Development Cooperation, 
Department of Water Resources Management, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment, Vietnam

Moderated by the Chair

Jean-Marc Faures, Regional Programme Leader, FAO-RNE

Theme 4:
Water, Climate Change, and Future Cooperation

Topic 4.5
TBC

A WORD FROM THE WISE: ENHANCING 
WATER SCARCITY MANAGEMENT WITH 
INCREASED REGIONAL INTEGRATION 
AND COOPERATION



©FAO

Chair

BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

Water scarcity management is increasingly a priority for 
governments in both the Asia-Pacific Region and the Near East 
and Northern Africa (NENA) Region. Demand for water is 
increasing rapidly, which is driven by population and economic 
growth, and associated trends in urbanization, 
industrialization, and diet preferences. Climate change and the 
rise of water-related hazards, such as severe droughts, is 
exacerbating existing challenges. 

These circumstances place compounding stressors on 
available water resources in both regions in terms of quantity 
and quality, as demand for water increases and competition for 
resources intensifies. Improvements in hydrological data, 
government and institutional capacity, education, risk 
assessment, and information sharing are areas that need 
further development to achieve progress toward the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that target water 
security, food security and poverty eradication. There is also an 
urgent need for better integration of national and regional 
climate strategies and water management policies

In this context, the Asia-Pacific and NENA regions face similar 
water scarcity challenges. Both are experiencing extreme 
levels of water stress and the fastest rates of groundwater 
depletion globally. A high reliance on (often poorly performing) 
irrigation systems and concentrated rural poverty exacerbate 
these issues. At the same time, water challenges differ 
between the regions. The Asia-Pacific experiences more water 
variability, leading to seasonal and geographic rather than 
absolute water scarcity across countries, whereas NENA has 
the lowest absolute and per inhabitant water resources given 
its arid conditions, low rainfall and high evaporation rates. Asia 
also has 74 percent of the world’s farms, compared to                    
3 percent in NENA. Yet the commonalities between the regions 

uniquely position them to collaborate and integrate their water 
scarcity solutions and lessons learned. Given the urgency and 
growing water demands in an increasingly water scarce 
environment, FAO’s Regional Office for Asia-Pacific has 
established a new Water Scarcity Programme (WSP) that is, in 
part, inspired by FAO-NENA’s Initiative on Water Scarcity (WSI). 
Australia, through the Australian Water Partnership (AWP) is 
partnering with FAO to deliver the Asia Pacific WSP. According 
to the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report, Australia has similar water scarcity risks to the 
Asia-Pacific and NENA regions in terms of the types of hazards 
and exposures to rainfed agriculture, although vulnerability is 
comparatively low.

The Asia-Pacific WSP is based on the clear understanding and 
acceptance that changes in water governance cannot occur 
until countries first monitor their resources, through water 
accounting, and then allocate them in an equitable and 
transparent manner. In this context, the WSP is structured 
around four pillars: water accounting, water allocation, working 
with farmers and water managers to adapt to water scarcity, 
and promoting regional cooperation. The WSP will promote the 
implementation of actions, solutions, innovations, 
technologies and financing required in the Asia-Pacific to 
combat water scarcity through country-specific Water Scarcity 
Action Plans and regional initiatives, including the Regional 
Water Scarcity Symposium and Regional Technical Platform. 
The Asia-Pacific WSP will draw on the Australian water 
management expertise to understand water availability 
through water accounting, identify overlap between ministries 
managing water as part of their portfolio and create individual 
national water accounting and allocation roadmaps that can 
be used to foster national action and investment. Through 
these program objectives, there are learning and collaboration 
opportunities between the Asia-Pacific and NENA regions. 
Indeed, the WSP has much to learn from the WSI experiences 
including successes and challenges during implementation.

SESSION OBJECTIVES

The objective of the session is to discuss areas of integration 
and cross-regional learning between the Asia-Pacific and 
NENA regions. It will also highlight key examples of 
experiences, success and challenges of the WSI in an effort to 
enhance and improve the WSP, while also seeking to achieve 
the following goals:

▪ Share best practices and key lessons from Australia’s water 
reform journey which can contribute to addressing water 
scarcity across the regions;

▪ Establish new professional partnerships between 
practitioners and stakeholders in both regions;

▪ Facilitate the exchange of new knowledge and lessons 
between practitioners and stakeholders in both regions;

▪ Discuss ways in which future interaction between the two 
regions can be systematized.


